
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION IX 

75 Hawthorne Street 
San Frincisco, CA 9410S-3901 

No.vei:nber 30, 2009 

r ~ Dear Conununity Member: \ . 

Jn Dec¢mber 2008, an EPA fact sheei c:lJ1IlOUnced the availability of the Technical Assistance 
Services (or CQiJUUJJ'pities (T ASC) program for its work at th~ Sant.fl Susana Field Laboratory 
(SSFL). The T ASC is fuoped and managed under a national EPA contract, and provides an 
independent envijonrii~~t~l' expert to assist the community to underst?U1d EPA's work and 
provide input into tpe pi;occ:;ss. . 

Initially, two group~ m~qe fofm~l ~xpres&ions of iQterest in receiving TASC. services, followed 
later. by a tlµrq .. group. Through numerous d.i~cussions with vari01,1s active member§ . of the 
community, EPA teamed that there was opp<>$~ti.qn to TASC. . · 

. . -. " 

On May_ 2~, 2009, a TASC: in,fonn~tional -~~etii:it w.i::ls &ttended by a TASC 9ontractor and many. 
comniurtity memb'ers who expit;$~¢.d strongly-held opposing viewpoints. While some attendees 
supp.orted TASC a4~·wilQJ~d. to .r~~eiv~ TASC services, others were oppos~d to TASC being · 
made available Jo any woqp. · 

, . 
Some attendees q:uestioneg .the TA~C program's ability to fmg ap. indep¢nd~nt teclu:ucal advisor 
s_uffi'c"ie~tiy._qti.ilif(~d ,t.~ ~~y~~~ "thi{ highly technic·at radiologi¢~1. doct1rnents. Qthers cla~med that . 
the ·existing SSY.L lnte.ri!gei:icy W,orkgroup was sufficient to J'n~et th~ir ~eeds and protest~d the 
additiona,l me·etirig~ tpey would h~ve· to attend. Some were conce~ed .that TASC would· not be 

. fo'cused ·. on ·_E_PA''~ work but on long-debated sources of the original contamination . and 
challenges about claimed"p~i health impacts. 

EP~ ~ent con~ia~'r~ble 'time ~on~id~ring all qf th~ comments re~eiyed. · a,t th~ inf~rmational 
meeting, and through ·phorie ~alls and direct .convers~tions. EPA atteinp'ted to find a process to 
provide t ASC servfoes' that wa·s inclusive of various persp·ectives WQil~ Mdressjng concerns. . . 

'Ba.sed on.sign,ifi~AA.t.-~p~osit~6~j'_i6.·_:rA:SC, EPA.Region IX has det:i_ded ·not to provide TASC 
services. °for "its radio_ipgicat s1,1fyey ~.ork at the SSFt, at the pi:esendime. _;EPA ~emains open to 
provigiµg TASC sefyic"es ifan appropifate process can be establisht:xf or potentially folded into 

. the p1,1hii¢ P<!-rt..ibpatioii e(forts of the State agericy that has l~ad re~ponsibility for the cleanup, 
DT$C. 

Prinrtd on· Rtryd td Pll{Hr 
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EPA's TASC contract manager, Luis Garcia:-Bakarich, is currently on extended Family Leave. 
For questions about the TASC program, please contact Dana Barton at 415-972-3087. For 
questions about EPA' s community involvement activities at SSFL, please contact myself at 415-
972-3245 or at EPA's toll-free message line, 800-231-3075, or via e-mail at 
cooper.david@epa.gov. 

s~~ 
David Cooper 
Community Involvement Coordinator 
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